URBAN  ^DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PORT  I  SHE  AD . 

—JAL  ^PQ^T  0"  ?HE  :.:::DTCALJ3IjTICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR. Iq^ 


Church  Cottage, 
Church  Road  North, 
Borti shead. 

2nd.  August  ,1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
rban  District  Council  of*  Portishead. 

Gentlemen, 


health  i?  presentinS  my  Annual  Report.  The 

thPwnr.  £  th2.Dio?ri0C  has  beon  VGr*y  satisfactory.  The  end  of 
t  wil1  a3  b^0UsNt  new  problems  which  must  be  dealt  with,  but 
I  will  refer  to  these  later  in  my  report.  ' 


•  SlA-^oiICS^  Population  (estimated)  3,833. 

Area  911  acres. 

Penny  Rate  £125. 

2.  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATE . 


5. 


6. 


Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 


Portishead. 

14*9 

12.0 


England  &  Wales. 

16.1 

11.4 


3*  MATERNAL  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY.  * 

Maternal  Deaths  -  Nil. 

Infants  under  one  year  -  One, 

4.  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DT RE A  arcs. 

Scarlet  Fever  3 

Measles1*18  6  (one  °aS°  notifiod  wae  Diphtheria). 

Whooping  Cough  8 
Opththalmia  Neonatorium  1 


There  were  no  deaths. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


Total  Cases  notified.  Deaths. 


Respiratory  7 
Non— Respiratory  1 


2 

Nil. 


S”®*®  ?.  County  s°heme  for  the  care  of  patients  came 

m  o  lorce  and  this  seems  to  be  proving  very  satisfactory. 

j^;FANT  .VELFAhE.  A  new  hut  in  St. Mary's  Road  was  erected  and 

fioted  out,  chiefly  by  the  efforts  of  the  Superintendent . 

+?Uax'ter?  are  p]:>ovinS  very  satisfactory  and  the  attendance 

rp  2,3  anb  children  is  good.  It  meets  every  second 

me  saay  • 


7.  IMMUNISING.  38  children  of  shout  a  year  old  were  immunised 
in  the  year  -  approximately  70%  of  children.  This  figure 
is  not  good  enough. 

8.  NURSING.  The  District  and  Midwifery  nursing  is  carried  out 
by  two  Queen  s  Nurses,  who  do  the  Urban  District  and 
surrounding  area.  The  standard  of  nursing  has  been  very 
nigh.^  The  Nursing  Association  is  a  voluntary  one  and 
must  oe  supported  by  everyone. 


firm  ono  ^x^o'ni/i  ov  n  b i  noxjnivoua*.  ^ux  ,uSx.,, 

«.onov*i3V3  bo fnocqus  ocf  cfaum 


J&nn  ono  vincrnm  o?x  &.  ex  nox^xorbauA  .•  -a-. 

•  ’"'''’  ^ono^‘iov6  v.(f  botvocqua'  -gcT  d'anm 

i,  •  %  -»  > 


/ 
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NURSING  CONTINUED. 


Volunteers  from  the  Red  Cross  and  St.John1 s  have  done 
splendid  work  at  the  First  Aid  Post  where  over  3,000 
attentions  havo  been  given.  It  is  hoped  they  will  be  soon  in 
bigger  and  better  quarters. 

9.  AMBULANCE .  The  St.John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  attend  to  this. 

A  new  arrangement  of  calling  up  provides  an  ambulance  at  the 
shortest  notice.  Their  work  has  been  very  good. 

10.  GRIT  NUISANCE.  During  the  year  this  got  worse  than  ever,  if 
possible.  While  the  war  was  on  the  Bristol  Corporation 
stated  they  could  not  get  work  done  to  remedy  this  abuse. 
Representations  made  to  the  Electricity  Board  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health  have  got  some  results,  and  schemes  to  alleviate 

the  nuisance  are  under  way. 

11.  WATER  SUPPLY.  For  some  years  the  water  has  been  becoming 
harder  till  now  it  is  far  too  hard  for  domestic  use.  The 
Water  Compamy  has  been  interviewed  and  arc  trying  to  find  a 
source  of  supply  that  will  be  less  hard.  The  supoly  has  been 
adequate  and  no  contamination  found  in  any  specimens  sent  for 
examination. 


‘12.  HOUSING.  I  know  the  Council  realises  the  urgency  of  the 

provision  of  as  many  new  houses  as  quickly  as  possible.  There 

are  many  cases  where  the  health  of  adults  and  children  is  . 
suffering  from  over-crowding .and  unsuitable  accommodation. 

Twenty  new  houses  and  twenty  prefabricated  are  the  target  for 
1946,  forty  for  1947  and  forty  for  1948.  I  think  this  target 
will  have  to  be  doubled.  One  of  the  difficulties  is  that  a 
number  of  private  houses  have  been  divided  into  so-called 
flats  with  little  or  no  attempt  made  to  adapt  them  for  the 
purpose, 

A  points  scheme  was  devised  during  the  year  to  help 
allocation  of  the  houses.  Like  all  purely  mathematical  schemes, 
it  is  not  perfect  but  without  it,  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  decide  between  the  many  applicants. 

13.  RECREATION.  The  provision  of  playing  fields  for  children  and 
adults  for  all  forms  of  summer  and  winter  games  must  be 
considered  with  reference  to  the  housing  plans. 

I  have  thought  that  a  lai>ge  bathing  pool  might  be  planned. 
One  in  which  the  water  could  be  filtered  and  then  purified  and 
circulated.  It  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
residents  and  should,  in  a  short  time,  help  the  rates. 

14.  SEWAGE .  The  Ejector  Station  in  Bristol  Road  is  being  re¬ 
modelled.  An  automatically  controlled  electric  pump  is  being 
installed. 


15.  MILK. 


(a)  Total  number  Registered  Day  Farms.  8 

(b)  Number  of  Retailers.  8 

(c)  Number  of  producer-retailers  included  in  (b)  3 

(d)  Number  of  pasteurising  plants.  Nil, 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  satisfactory. 


16.  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.  None  in  use  at  present. 


J.E.MoOORMICK. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Portishead  Urban  District 
Counc.  1, 


